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{ INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/AU2003/001157 



Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the international application: * 
jx] the international application as originally filed. 

| | the description, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 
pages , received on with the letter of 
| | the claims, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 
pages , filed with the demand, 
pages , received on with the letter of 
| | the drawings, pages , ■ as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the. demand, 
pages , received on with the letter of 
| [ the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 
pages , filed with the demand 
pages , received on with the letter of 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
These elements were available or furnished to. this Authority in the following language which is: 
| — | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

|—| the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary exarnination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 

preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
| | contained in the international application in written form. 
| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| — | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
Q The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

[ | the description, pages 
[~[ the claims, Nos. 
| [ the drawings, sheets/fig. 
5 |~| This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
— go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

- — ■ • ■ j .* » » a y l *~ 



Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 preferred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70.17). 
** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-9, 11-13 




Claims 


10 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-9, 11-13 




Claims 


10 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-13 




Claims 





YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

The citations in the ISR are all 'A* documents and Claims 1-9, 11-13, are novel and inventive with respect to 
these citations. However, the following new citations have been found for Claim 10 with respect to which Claim 
10 lacks novelty: 

NOVELTY m & INVENTIVE STEP: Claim 10 
New Citations: 

(a) GB 205246 A (BIDERMAN) 1 8 October 1 923 

This citation discloses a comb for cleansing hair as well as for wearing in hair. It is certainly a spreading device 
with recesses and teeth that separates the strands of hair and maintains the strands at pre-determined distances. 
Please see page 2, lines 86-101, of this citation where it is disclosed how the comb works. This comb can be 
placed diagonally with respect to the strands of hair, it can also be then oriented to lie transversely to the strands. 

(b) US 3805858 A (MORUM) 23 April 1974 

This citation discloses an apparatus for delimbing trees. Please refer particularly to column 2, line 30-column 3, 
line 3. It is disclosed that beam 28 has teeth 52 with recesses in between and that beam 28 spreads tree trunks as 
shown in figures 4 and 5. This beam can be placed diagonally with respect to the trunks, it can also be then 
oriented to lie transversely to the trunks. For example, if the pile of trunks in figure 4 are slightly askew, the 
beam 28 oriented in the raised position, as in figure 4, is 'diagonally* placed with respect to these trunks; the 
beam is then brought down to the horizontal position, as in figure 5, hence re-orientated, and is then transversely 
placed with respect to the trunks. 



All this claim defines is a single comb-like device that can be oriented, that is, merely has the possibility or 
potential of being put, in various positions with respect to side-by side elements. Each citation above discloses a 
spreading device that has the same potential. Hence each citation discloses all the features of the claim. 
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